CHIP Public Policy Committee: 

Structure, Charter, Focus Areas and Membership
Structure

· The CHIP Public Policy Committee will be a Committee of the CHIP Board of Directors and accordingly, will report to the CHIP Board of Directors.
· Working with other CHIP Committees – the CHIP Public Policy Committee can work with representatives of CHIP Committees / Initiatives (Access to Care, Behavioral Health Work Team, Childhood Obesity Initiative, Diabetes Coalition, etc.) to help frame the issue and provide information on different methods to advocate and educate.  
Public Policy Committee Charter 
· CHARTER STATEMENT:  
The CHIP Public Policy Committee will provide a forum for health policy dialogue in order to track key issues, identify problems, and propose solutions, in accordance with the values of CHIP.  By working in a collective manner and achieving consensus on key issues, CHIP and its partners will more effectively advocate to improve the health of all San Diegans.  
Proposed Focus Areas 
1. Public Healthcare Programs (e.g. monitoring, barriers to access, eligibility simplification, etc.)

2. Health Reform / Access (e.g. expanding coverage, underinsured, uninsured, etc.)

3. Public Health (e.g. obesity, immunization, homelessness, etc.)

4. Financing and Budget Issues

Membership

· Outreach to key people. 
· Open invitation to the other CHIP committee members.
Chip Public Policy Committee: 
Process
A. Public Policy Committee will examine the following:
· Legislative Issues – the Committee can determine if CHIP will take a position on a specific legislation – support, neutral, oppose, amend OR distribute legislation information as an education item (i.e. State Assembly and Senate Bills, Federal Bills, etc.). 
· Policy Issues – the Committee can determine if CHIP will take a position on a specific policy issue and develop a specific policy statement OR distribute policy information as an educational item (i.e. County Policy, etc.). 
· Position Issues – the Committee can take a position on a specific issue by developing a specific position statement (i.e. Fluoridation, etc.).
· Endorsement - CHIP Public Policy Committee will not endorse candidates who are running in an election.  CHIP Public Policy Committee may take a position on non-partisan ballot initiatives/propositions or campaigns (i.e. Save My Emergency Room public awareness campaign, or other public awareness campaigns).  
B.  Voting Procedure: 
1. Sense of Body Vote – Regardless of CHIP membership, when working towards a decision, a vote will be taken among the entire Committee in attendance.  This vote will provide CHIP members with an understanding of where the Committee stands on the issue at hand.

2. CHIP Member Vote – A second vote will be taken among CHIP member designees (as designated by the CHIP Board Member).  This will be a majority vote.  Outcomes will then be taken to the CHIP Executive Committee.

C.  Executive Committee Review: 

1. The CHIP Executive Committee with ratify the Public Policy Committee’s decision or decide if the matter needs to be taken to the full CHIP Board.
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